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What is a watershed?
Why should | care about watersheds?

What are the sources of water to lakes and streams?

How do watershed managers determine watershed boundaries?

Who can | contact if | have questions or a problem related to watersheds?
What are some additional resources related to watersheds?

What is a watershed?

A watershed, also called a drainage basin, is all of the land and
water areas that drain toward a particular river or lake. Thus, a
watershed is defined in terms of each selected lake (or river). Large
watersheds are composed of smaller areas called subwatersheds.
For example, the Mississippi River has an extremely large watershed,
encompassing most of the central United States. Lake Itasca,
Minnesota, on the other hand,has a small watershed.As the source
of the Mississippi River, Lake Itasca’s drainage basin is considered a
sub-watershed of the entire Mississippi River basin.
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Why should | care about watersheds?

The water quality of your lake is affected by activities upstream or
upland of the lake within the watershed, so it is important to know
the geographic area encompassed by the watershed surrounding
your lake. Especially important are the watershed processes that
affect how water, sediment and other materials get transported to
the lake. Looking at both natural processes and human influences
from a watershed perspective is vital for dealing with concerns such
as lakes that are unsafe for swimming or declining fish stocks. Check
out the Environmental Protection Agency watershed web site
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